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PURPOSE : 




§ 



This memorandum is being provided in order to 
respond to an article by Column i at jack 
.Anderson, which appeared in "The Washington Post," ^ 

./19/77. The artic le was en title d / \"Mysterious Witness in JFK 
.nquiry" and a copy of said~aF£Icld is attached. 

SYNOPSIS : The article covers 3 issues surrounding the 

assassination of John F . Kennedy and focuses 
on the central theme of a Cuban conspiracy behind the 
assassination and additionally an attempt by former Director 
John Edgar Hoover to mislead the Warren Commission. 

The first issue addresses the allegation that a 
CIA agent introduced Lee Harvey Oswald to a Mr. X, an anti- 
Cuban terrorist prior to the assassination of John F. Kennedy, 
ccording to the article, Mr. X has recently been interviewed 
7 Congressional investigators and X advised that he is a 
©under of a Cuban terrorist group with ties to the CIA. 
add ^-^° n # the article indicates that the group held 
O ::-;SU. meetings at 311 address in Dallas and that Lee Harvey Oswald 
had associated with Cubans at the address. Bufiles contain 
no information relative to Mr. X or any relationship with 
CIA. However, 3128 Harlendale was known to our Dallas 
• ^ Division at the time as being the headquarters of Alpha 66, 

3 M a Cuban terrorist group. This information was reported 
to the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (Senstudy) 

tf-iW REC-Zil / . 

The second issue ^oric^rns Sylvia OSio, a Cuban 
ex il© and her testimony before the Warren Commission in 1964. 
^ 0 Odio was initially interviewed on 12/18/63 by Agents of our 
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Dallas Division and alleged that Lee Harvey Oswald 
and two anti-Castro Cubans visited her apartment in 
Dallas in September, 1963, two months prior to the 
assassination. She subsequently appeared before the 
Warren Commission in July, 1964, and testified regarding 
the belief that Oswald had visited her apartment. 

The article alleges that former Director Hoover informed 
the Warren Commission on 9/21/64 that the 3 men who had 
reportedly visited Odio's apartment had been identified 
and none were determined to be Lee Harvey Oswald. Bufiles 
reveal that via Hoover to J.,Lee Rankin letter, dated 
9/21/64, the Warren Commission was advised that the 3 
individuals who visited Odio's apartment had been identified 
and that investigation was continuing. All 3 individuals 
were not interviewed until 9/20/64 and the results were 
not furnished to the Bureau until after the 9/21/64 
letter to the Warren Commission. The allegation was 
fully investigated and results of the interviews and 
subsequent investigation were furnished to the Warren 
Commission by Hoover to Rankin letter 11/9/64. It is 
noted that Syliva Odio was undergoing psychiatric 
examination at the time of her allegation. 

i 

rsa- 



Kennedy could easily be assassinated by a high-powered 
rifle. The conversation was taped by the MMPD and the 
information was furnished to our Miami Office by the 
Intelligence Bureau of the MMPD. This information was 
subsequently furnished to Secret Service Headquarters at 
least 10 days prior to the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

RECOMMENDATION: For information. 





H. 



APPROVED* * 




Legal Coun. 
Phn. & Insp 




L;."C. Inv. 
Trainings 



Q«p. AO 



2 



DETAILS - OVER 



Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 





DETAILS : The January 19, 1977, issue of "The Washington 

Post" contains an article written by Columnist 
Jack Anderson entitled "Mystery Witness in JFK Inquiry." 

The article covers 3 issues surrounding the assassination 
° f . ^ f£ d focuses on the central theme of a Cuban conspiracy 

neninfi rnp « « « a a a 1 » +• ^ J 



The article indicated that a mystery witness 
has sworn to Congressional investigators, that a CIA agent 
introduced him to Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas, Texas, 

3 months prior to the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

The witness identified as Mr. X is characterized as a 
founder of a Cuban terrorist group with ties to the CIA. 
According to Mr . X, the group held secret meetings at 3126 
Harlendale in Dallas and that Lee Harvey Oswald is 
reported to be associated with Cubans at this location. 

.. u-r- ^ of Bufiles reveals no information 

identifiable with a Mr . X or any relationship with a Mr. X 
and the cp or the fact that a Mr. X has been interviewed 
or is of interest to a CIA Committee. Dallas files 
reveal that 3126 Harlendale was noted in 1963 as being 
the headquarters of Alpha 66, a Cuban terrorist group. 
Contact with Dallas source at the time failed to reveal 
that Lee Harvey Oswald had any contact with Alpha 66. 
Information developed by Dallas Deputy Sheriff that an 
informant of his had knowledge that Oswald had been 
associating with Cubans at this address is believed to be 
incorrect. The deputy who provided the information is 
deceased; however, all information regarding the above 
was furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence (Senstudy) in December, 1975. 

The article further stated that Congressional 
investigators believe that former Director John Edgar Hoover 
deliberately misled the Warren Commission regarding 
the testimony of Sylvia Odio, a Cuban exile who reported 



3 



DETAILS - CONTINUED OVER 



I 



Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 





i 




that Lee Harvey Oswald had been seen in the company 
of two anti-Castro terrorists prior to the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy. Bufiles reveal that Sylvia Odio, a 
Cuban exile, was interviewed by Special Agents of the 
Dallas Division on 12/18/63, at which time she advised that 
in late September, 1963, two Cuban men came to her residence 
in Dallas, accompanied by a white male, who was introduced 
to her as Leon Oswald. She advised that she was a member 
of JURE, an anti-Castro group, and that the two Cubans 
identified themselves as members of JURE and were seeking 
her help in raising capital for the organization. She 
advised that after the assassination of John F. Kennedy, 
she recognized the photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald as 
being identical with the Leon Oswald she had met two 
months earlier. Investigation re Odio revealed she is a 
Cuban exile who had been undergoing psychiatric care since 
her arrival in the United States in 1962 and that her parents 
are believed to be imprisoned in Cuba. This information 
was provided to the Warren Commission (Bufile 105- 
82555 serial 1212) . 

Odio was subsequently called to testify before 
the Warren Commission in July, 1964. As a result, 
additional investigation was requested by the Warren 
Commission to fully identify the 3 individuals as reported 
by Odio. On 9/21/64, by Hoover letter to General Counsel, 

J. Lee Rankin, the Warren Commission was advised that the 
three individuals had been identified and that one of the 
individuals, Loran E. Hall, had been interviewed on 9/16/64. 
Hall advised that he had visited the Odio apartment in 
Dallas during September, 1963, and named Lawrence Howard 
and William Seymour as the individuals accompanying him. 

He denied that Lee Harvey Oswald was with them or any 
way associated with them. Hall advised that one of the 
individuals, William Seymour, is similar in appearance to 
Lee Harvey Oswald. The Hoover to Rankin letter of 9/21 
advised the Warren Commission that the investigation was 
continuing in order to resolve Odio's allegation 
(Bufile 105-82555 - 4920) . 
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On 9/20/63/ Loren E. Hall was reinterviewed and 
changed his story indicating that he was confused as to the 
date that Howard and Seymour accompanied him to Dallas. 
Lawrence Howard and William Seymour interviewed 
9/20/64 and Seymour denied being in Dallas 9/63 and 
Howard corroborated Seymour's statement (Bufile 105- 
82555 serials 4954 and 4993). 

The results of the 9/20/64 interview were 
not received at FBIHQ until 9/24 and 9/30 respectively, 
and these reports were subsequently furnished to the 
Warren Commission via Hoover to Rankin letter 11/9/64. 
(Bufile 105-82555 serial 5231) . 



The third issue in the Anderson article concerns 
a right-wing militant named Joseph Milteer and former 
FBI source named Willie Somersfett. The article indicates 
that Milteer is heard on tape discussing how Kennedy would 
die by the use of a high-powered rifle. 







conversation 

concerned topics of mutual interest between the two men 
and Milteer indicated in general terms John F. Kennedy would 
soon be visiting Miami and in view of the large Cuban 
population in Miami, his speech would probably concern the 
aborted Bay of Pigs invasion. The conversation continued in 
general terms that Kennedy could be easily assassinated 
by a h igh-powere d rifle from one of the tali in 

urnished 

to the Bureau via airtel 11/13/63 
Secret Service Headquarters had been 
threat. (62-106833 serial 185) 




Additionally, Bufiles indicate that the 
information was provided to the Warren Commission on 7/16/64 via 
report of SA Robert P. Gemberling. (Bufile 62-109060 
serial 3477) 
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